Day 115 (Saturday, July 11)
NOTE: Story at the end
“I believe in God the Father” continued
III. THE HOLY TRINITY IN THE TEACHING OF THE FAITH
The formation of the Trinitarian dogma
249 From the beginning, the revealed truth of the Holy Trinity has been at the very root of the Church's living
faith, principally by means of Baptism. It finds its expression in the rule of baptismal faith, formulated in the
preaching, catechesis and prayer of the Church. Such formulations are already found in the apostolic writings,
such as this salutation taken up in the Eucharistic liturgy: "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
250 During the first centuries the Church sought to clarify her Trinitarian faith, both to deepen her own
understanding of the faith and to defend it against the errors that were deforming it. This clarification was the
work of the early councils, aided by the theological work of the Church Fathers and sustained by the Christian
people's sense of the faith.
251 In order to articulate the dogma of the Trinity, the Church had to develop her own terminology with the help
of certain notions of philosophical origin: "substance", "person" or "hypostasis", "relation" and so on. In doing
this, she did not submit the faith to human wisdom, but gave a new and unprecedented meaning to these terms,
which from then on would be used to signify an ineffable mystery, "infinitely beyond all that we can humanly
understand".
252 The Church uses (I) the term "substance" (rendered also at times by "essence" or "nature") to designate the
divine being in its unity, (II) the term "person" or "hypostasis" to designate the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in
the real distinction among them, and (III) the term "relation" to designate the fact that their distinction lies in the
relationship of each to the others.
As today is a little short I would like to share with you one of my favorite stories
THE DISABLED FOX
A fable of the Arab mystic Sadi:
A man walking through the forest saw a fox that had lost its legs and wondered how it lived. Then he saw a tiger
come with game in its mouth. The tiger had his fill and left the rest for the fox.
The next day too God sent, the tiger to feed the fox. The man began to wonder at God’s greatness and thought.
“I too shall lie in a corner trusting the Lord to give me all I need.”
He did this for a month, and was almost at death’s door when he heard a Voice that said, “O you who are on the
path of error, open your eyes to the Truth! Imitate the tiger not the fox. ”
****************
On the street I saw a naked child, hungry and shivering in the cold. I became angry and said to God, “Why do
you allow this? Why don’t you do something?”
God did not reply. That night he said, quite suddenly, “I certainly did something. I made you.”

In the light of eternity, we’re here for a very short time, really. We’re here for one thing, ultimately:
to learn how to love, because God is love. - James Finley

Sincerely,
Fr. Jim Kaptein

