Day 217 – Friday, October 23
Today you will need to put your thinking cap on. I receive a daily thought from Fr. Richard Rohr. He has a
very interesting thought, but you will need to read it a few times to understand it. It is as follows.
Many of you are probably familiar with my use of the paradigm of Order > Disorder > Reorder to describe
the universal pattern of change and transformation. I try to show Americans (and other nationalities by
association) how to spiritually thrive amid the DISORDER of Empire and the Imperial Church, a version of
Christianity that has allowed itself to be co-opted and distorted by the illusions of “Empire.” Regardless of
whether you are Orthodox, Catholic, or Protestant, this is what most of us were handed—largely without
knowing what we were being given. Consider: the wholesale toleration and support of the enslavement of
human beings, the Doctrine of Discovery that allowed us to colonize and oppress indigenous peoples, the
deep Disorder of two World Wars and the Holocaust, the perpetuation of Jim Crow and white supremacy by
major cultures of denial. Only in hindsight, are we are able to chart the arc of history and recognize the depth
of our blindness, do the consequences of this co-option become so humiliatingly apparent.
I also use this paradigm to encourage and guide those who are ready to move out of Disorder and into
REORDER. In my various books and meditations, I often refer to this as the Second Half of Life, or
Resurrection, Recovery, Salvation, the Nonviolent Life, the Third Way, or just Enlightenment. I’m afraid this
group has always been a minority in every age…as conservatives tend to hide in a presumed perfect
Order…and progressives often get lost in a perpetual Disorder that lacks any center. To use Jesus’ metaphor,
when one blind person tries to lead another, they both fall into the pit (Matthew 15:14). I am not saying all
people were lost for the last 2000 years—not at all; but, I am saying we have failed to reveal to the world
more than a pittance of the great Good News that is the Gospel. They will surely be able to accuse me of the
same 2000 years hence. God always fills in the gaps by grace and mercy and this will never change. There
seems to be no utopian age.
In the light of eternity, we’re here for a very short time, really. We’re here for one thing, ultimately: to learn
how to love, because God is love. - James Finley
Sincerely,
Fr. Jim Kaptein

