Day 228 – Tuesday, November 3 – The American Election
As we all know, today is the election in the United States. Every day I receive a reflection from Fr. Richard
Rohr’s desk. Yesterday I received the following reflection. Win or lose, whoever you are vying for. We can
never lose hope for the future.
I offer you these encouraging words from Sr. Joan Chittister about what it means to work for the common
good.
In all my years of traveling around the world, one thing has been present in every region, everywhere. One
thing has stood out and convinced me of the certain triumph of the great human gamble on equality and
justice. Everywhere there are people who, despite finding themselves mired in periods of national
[disruption] or personal marginalization refuse to give up the thought of a better future or give in to the
allurements of a deteriorating present. They never lose hope that the values they learned in the best of times
or the courage it takes to reclaim their world from the worst of times are worth the commitment of their lives.
These people, the best of ourselves, are legion and they are everywhere.
It is the unwavering faith, the open hearts, and the piercing courage of people from every level of every
society that carries us through every major social breakdown to the emergence again of the humanization of
humanity. In every region, everywhere, they are the unsung but mighty voices of community, highmindedness, and deep resolve. They are the prophets of each era who prod the rest of the world into seeing
newly what it means to be fully alive, personally, nationally, and spiritually. . . .It is that steadfast, unyielding,
courageous commitment to the eternal Will of God for Creation—whatever the cost to themselves—that is
the prophetic tradition. It sustains the eternal Word of God while the world spins around it, making God’s
Word—Love—the center, the axle, the standard of everything the faithful do in the midst of the storm of
change that engulfs us as we go. . . .
Our task is to be obedient all our lives to the Will of God [which is Love] for the world. And therein lies the
difference between being good for nothing and good for something. Between religion for show and religion
for real. Between personal spirituality that dedicates itself to achieving private sanctification and prophetic
spirituality, the other half of the Christian dispensation. Yes, the Christian ideal is personal goodness, of
course, but personal goodness requires that we be more than pious, more than faithful to the system, more
than mere card-carrying members of the Christian community. Christianity requires, as well, that we each be
so much a prophetic presence that our corner of the world becomes a better place because we have been there.
. . .The quality of life we create around us as “followers of Jesus” is meant to seed new life, new hope, new
dynamism, the very essence of a new world community.

“Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, champagne in the other, body
thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming “WOO HOO what a ride!” (Hunter S. Thompson)
Sincerely,
Fr. Jim Kaptein

