Day 255 – Monday, November 30, 2020
This is a five part series. The following four parts will be sent, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.
4 Teachings of Jesus That His Followers (Almost) Never Take Seriously
It’s no secret that those of us who claim to follow Jesus Christ consistently fall short of living up to the way
of life of our Rabbi. Being a disciple of Jesus is a lifelong journey towards conforming ourselves to the image
and way of life that Jesus taught. However, so often, followers of Jesus chose to blatantly ignore some of the
clearest instruction of our Rabbi and obscure it with vague theology so that we can get off the hook. Other
times, followers of Jesus are taught something explicitly contradictory to the plain words of Jesus and then
spend their lives obeying the instruction they received instead of the commands of Jesus.

However we end up at the place of disobedience, all of us who claim to be followers of Jesus struggle to obey
the commands of our Lord. One of the most transformative periods in my faith was when I took time to reread the Gospels of the New Testament and get reacquainted with Jesus’ himself, in his own words. As I
studied the words of Jesus, I discovered that so much of what he asks of us as his disciples is incredibly clear
and yet so much of it was new to me. I had never heard it in church or Sunday school or actually heard
someone teach the exact opposite of the words of Christ. It was during that season of my life where I took
inventory of how I lived and what I believed and aligned to the person and teachings of Christ that my faith
was radically transformed for the better.

Below I have compiled a short list of 4 clear teachings of Jesus that most of us who exist within
Evangelicalism have either never heard, refuse to acknowledge, or believe the exact opposite of. It’s my hope
that by rereading these teachings of Christ, you will be inspired, like I have been, to return to the Gospels and
begin to reshape your faith and life around the way and teachings of our Master, Jesus. Get ready and buckle
up, because most of what Jesus says is pretty bold and potent. It’ll shake up your faith!
“Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, champagne in the other, body
thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming “WOO HOO what a ride!” (Hunter S. Thompson)
Sincerely,
Fr. Jim Kaptein

