Day 256 – Tuesday, December 1, 2020

This is a five part series. The following three parts will be sent Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.
4 Teachings of Jesus That His Followers (Almost) Never Take Seriously

1. Jesus, not the Bible, is God’s living and active Word that brings life.
“You don’t have His word living in you, because you don’t believe the One He sent. You study the Scriptures
because you think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me. And you are not willing to come to
Me so that you may have life.”- John 5:39-40 HCSB

The Christian life is one that is fundamentally rooted in the reality that Jesus Christ is living and active. He
interacts with us on a day to day basis and desires that we cultivate an intimate relationship with him. The
more we commune with the Spirit of Christ, the more life and truth we are exposed to and are able to
comprehend. However, for many Evangelicals, we rely more on the Bible than we do on the living and active
Spirit of God within us. We fear that following the Spirit could lead to confusion and subjectivity and so we
root our faith in the Bible. The problem is that a faith that is rooted in the Scripture alone is not sustainable. It
will dry up and wither on the vine. While the Bible is an important and authoritative guide for Christian faith
and practice, it isn’t the foundation or center of our faith- Jesus is. And if we truly believe that he is alive, we
should also have faith that communing with him will produce spiritual life within us. He is the living Word
that we can ask anything to and expect, in faith, to receive and answer. Sometimes he will speak through
Scripture. Other times he will speak through our friends and family. Other times he will find unique and
special ways to reveal himself to us. But in order to maintain a vibrant and living faith, we must not make the
Bible our substitute for communion with the living Word of God. Studying Scripture is valuable, but
nowhere near as valuable as cultivating a day to day relationship with the God incarnate.

“Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, champagne in the other, body
thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming “WOO HOO what a ride!” (Hunter S. Thompson)
Sincerely,
Fr. Jim Kaptein

